
The 3rd Sunday of Easter 
April 14, 2024 

 

 
 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
(Missouri Synod) 

2727 Five Mile Rd. NE 
Grand Rapids, MI 49525 

616-363-2553 
www.messiahgr.org 

 



2 

 
We welcome all our worshipers today. 

 

Today we celebrate Holy Communion! 
 

Should I come forward to the altar during Communion? Absolutely! All Christians are invited 
to come forward during Communion distribution. 
 
Should I eat and drink the Lord’s body and blood? All confirmed members of this 
congregation and confirmed members of our sister congregations in the Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod (LCMS) are welcome to partake of the Lord’s Supper. If you are a member of a 
church in another Lutheran church body, or are from another church body or tradition, please 
speak to the pastor or an elder before you take the Lord’s body and blood in, with, and under the 
bread and wine. For more of an explanation of our communion practice, please see the card 
“About Holy Communion” in the pew.  Gluten-free wafers are available – please let the pastor or 
elder know you need one BEFORE the service begins. 
 
Are you saying that only LCMS Lutherans are “good enough” to receive the Lord’s 
Supper? Absolutely not! We all come to the Lord’s table recognizing that we are sinners 
continually in need of Christ’s forgiveness, including the forgiveness delivered in the Lord’s 
Supper. But we also recognize that the Scriptures say you can be HARMED by partaking of the 
Lord’s Supper without discerning the Lord’s body and blood (1 Corinthians 11:27-32). We at 
Messiah don’t want to be an instrument of harm to your soul. 
 
What will I receive if I don’t partake of the Lord’s Supper? Come forward and place your 
arms across your chest at the communion rail. The pastor will give you a blessing. You have 
received the forgiveness of sins which we ALL need in the absolution at the beginning of the 
service, and through the proclamation of that forgiveness in Jesus Christ in the reading of His 
Word and in the sermon. Rejoice! 
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Divine Service, Setting Three 
Lutheran Service Book (LSB), page 184 

 

 
Preservice Music Charles Ore, Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds 
 
Welcome 

Confession and Absolution 
Hymn                           Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds LSB 465 

To honor the Holy Trinity, please stand as able for stanza 4, singing “Amen” at the end. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The following symbols are used in this order of service: 
P Pastor    C   Congregation 

T    The sign of the cross may be made by the pastor and/or the congregation. 
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Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876–1947, alt. 
Tune: Geistliche Kirchengesäng, 1623, Köln 
Text: © 1958 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002549 
Tune: Public domain 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 
Invocation - Matthew 28:19b LSB 184 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
Exhortation - Hebrews 10:22; Psalm 124:8; Psalm 32:3 LSB 184 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 

God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 
Confession of Sins LSB 184 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and 
eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 
them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
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Absolution - John 20:19-23 LSB 185 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead 
and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name 
of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
Introit - Entrance Psalm Psalm 30:1–5; antiphon: Psalm 16:11b 

The congregation will sing the portions in bold type. 

 

In your presence there is full- | ness of joy;* 
 at your right hand are pleasures for- | evermore. 
I will extol you, O LORD, for you have | drawn me up* 
 and have not let my foes rejoice | over me. 
O LORD my God, I cried to | you for help,* 
 and you have | healed me. 
O LORD, you have brought up my soul | from Sheol;* 
 you restored me to life from among those who go down | to the pit. 
Sing praises to the LORD, O | you his saints,* 
 and give thanks to his | holy name. 
For his anger is but for a moment, and his favor is for a | lifetime.* 
 Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes with the | morning. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
In your presence there is full- | ness of joy;* 
 at your right hand are pleasures for- | evermore. 

 
Kyrie - Lord, Have Mercy (Mark 10:47) LSB 186 
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Hymn of Praise:  
Gloria in Excelsis – Glory to God in the Highest (Luke 2:14; John 1:29)  LSB 187 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day - 2 Timothy 4:22 LSB 189 

 

 
  
P Let us pray. 
 O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up the fallen world. Grant to 

Your faithful people, rescued from the peril of everlasting death, perpetual gladness 
and eternal joys; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Sit 
 
First Reading Acts 3:11–21 
 11While [the lame man who was now healed] clung to Peter and John, all the people 
ran together to them in the portico called Solomon’s, astounded. 12And when Peter saw 
it he addressed the people: “Men of Israel, why do you wonder at this, or why do you 
stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we have made him walk? 13The God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified his 
servant Jesus, whom you delivered over and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he 
had decided to release him. 14But you denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked 
for a murderer to be granted to you, 15and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised 
from the dead. To this we are witnesses. 16And his name—by faith in his name—has 
made this man strong whom you see and know, and the faith that is through Jesus has 
given the man this perfect health in the presence of you all. 
 17“And now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 
18But what God foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ would suffer, he 
thus fulfilled. 19Repent therefore, and turn again, that your sins may be blotted out, 
20that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he may 
send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus, 21whom heaven must receive until the time for 
restoring all the things about which God spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets long 
ago.”  
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P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Anthem Majesty 
Majesty, worship his majesty; 
Unto Jesus be all glory, honor and praise; 
Majesty, kingdom authority, 
Flow from his throne, unto his own; His anthem raise. 
So exalt, lift up on high the name of Jesus; 
Magnify, come glorify Christ Jesus the king. 
Majesty, worship his majesty; 
Jesus who died, now glorified, King of all Kings. 
 
He is Lord, lift up his name, the name of Jesus, 
He is risen from the dead, and he is Lord. 
 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God almighty! 
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee; 
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 
 
Majesty, worship his majesty, 
Jesus who died, now glorified, King of all Kings! 
 
Epistle 1 John 3:1–7 
 1See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of 
God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know 
him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; 
but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as 
he is. 3And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure. 
 4Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is 
lawlessness. 5You know that he appeared to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 
6No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either 
seen him or known him. 7Little children, let no one deceive you. Whoever practices 
righteousness is righteous, as he is righteous. 
 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand as able 
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Alleluia and Verse LSB 190; Romans 6:9, Luke 24:32 

 
 

A   We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never | die again;* 
death no longer has dominion | over him.  

 

 
 
     A   Did not our hearts burn within us while he talked to us | on the road*  
      and opened to us the | Scriptures? 

 

 
Holy Gospel Luke 24:36–49 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter. 
  

 
  
 36As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood among them, and said 
to them, “Peace to you!” 37But they were startled and frightened and thought they saw a 
spirit. 38And he said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your 
hearts? 39See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit 
does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 40And when he had said this, he 
showed them his hands and his feet. 41And while they still disbelieved for joy and were 
marveling, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” 42They gave him a piece 
of broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate before them. 
 44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with 
you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the 
Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 
46and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day 
rise from the dead, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed 
in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these 
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things. 49And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the 
city until you are clothed with power from on high.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 
Nicene Creed LSB 191 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 
 



11 

 
Hymn                                            With High Delight LSB 483 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Georg Vetter, 1536–99; tr. Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76 
Tune: Cinquante Pseaumes, 1543, Geneva 
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002549 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon 
 
Please stand as able 
 
Offertory - Psalm 51:10-12 LSB 192 
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Sit 
 
Offering Kenneth Kosche, We Walk by Faith and Not By Sight 

During the offering, please fill out the fellowship form found in each pew.  Thank you! 
  
Please stand as able 
 
Prayer of the Church 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
Not sure whether you should come forward for communion? 

Please see the inside front cover of this folder. 
  
Preface - 2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1; Psalm 136 LSB 194 
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P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially are 
we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus 
Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the 
world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has 
restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, 
and with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with 
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 
praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus - Holy, Holy, Holy (Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9) LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Lord’s Prayer - Matthew 6:9-13 LSB 196 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
      



14 

Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

  
The Words of Our Lord – 
Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25  LSB 197 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 
My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini - The Peace of the Lord (John 20:19) LSB 197 

 
  

 
 
Agnus Dei - Lamb of God (John 1:29) LSB 198 
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Sit 
 
Distribution Hymn      We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight LSB 720 

 

 

 
 
Text: Henry Alford, 1810–71, alt. 
Tune: Marty Haugen, 1950 
Text: Public domain 
Tune: © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002549 
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Distribution Hymn                   This Joyful Eastertide LSB 482 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: George R. Woodward, 1848–1934 
Tune: Davids Psalmen, 1684, Amsterdam 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Distribution Hymn     
                              “How Shall They Hear,” Who Have Not Heard LSB 831 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926 
Tune: Georg Joseph, 17th cent., adapt. 
Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002549 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Please stand as able 
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Nunc Dimittis - Song of Simeon (Luke 2:29-32) LSB 199 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  
Thanksgiving - Psalm 107:1 LSB 200 
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Post-Communion Collect LSB 201 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Salutation and Benedicamus - 2 Timothy 4:22; Psalm 103:1 LSB 201 
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Benediction - Numbers 6:24-26 LSB 202 
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Hymn                               Love Divine, All Loves Excelling LSB 700 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88 
Tune: Rowland H. Prichard, 1811–87 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Postlude Ralph Vaughan Williams, Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 
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For your convenience … 
 

 We love having children with us in worship!  However, if you’d like assistance, 
nursery care is available during worship services. Speak to an elder or usher and 
they’ll recruit help. 
 

 Large print bulletins and a hearing loop (please switch your hearing aid to the “T”, 
T-Coil or telephone position) are available for those who desire to use them.  
Please ask an usher for assistance. 

 
 Elevator service will easily transport worshipers to the Sanctuary Foyer.  It is 

accessible through the lower level parking entry (see the schematic below).  
Please feel free to use it! 

 
Rev. Eric Black, Pastor                                         E-mail: pastor.black@messiahgr.org 
 Mr. Richard Krueger, Parish Assistant                  E-mail: rick.krueger@messiahgr.org 
 

Our Mission Is To Know Christ and to Make Him Known 
 

by spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all through a Word and 
Sacrament ministry of worship, Christian education, fellowship, 

evangelism, and service. 


